
War Free World Heritage Listed Cities

SITUATION ON THE GROUND 2010, MTSKHETA, 
GEORGIA

- World Heritage in Danger List (2009) 
- No Land Use Master Plan
- Unclear Wold Heritage Property Boundaries
- No Site Management Plan
- Lack of Experience in Risk Management 
- Lack of Stakeholders Involvement 

SITUATION ON THE GROUND 2010, BYBLOS, 
LEBANON

- Land Use Master Plan

- No Site Management Plan
- Lack of Experience in Risk Management 
- Lack of Stakeholders Involvement 

SITUATION ON THE GROUND  
2013, MTSKHETA, GEORGIA

- World Heritage Site in Danger 
List (2009) 
- State Party to the Second Proto-
col (2010) 
-  First Stage of Land Use Master 
Plan (2011 - Municipality of Mtsk-
heta)
- Land Use Master Plan (2013 - NA-
CHP)
- World Heritage Property Bound-

-  Site Management Plan Proposal 

-

- Gained experience in Risk Man-

Law (WFWHLC)
-

 

  DNUORG EHT NO NOITAUTIS
2013, BYBLOS, LEBANON

Party to the Second Protocol 

-  Land Use Master Plan being 
revised  (2011 - Municipality of 
Byblos)
-  Site Management Plan Pro-
posal underway (2013 WF-
WHLC project)

-

2013)
- Gained awareness of the need 
of Risk Management and Imple-

Humanitarian Law (WFWHLC)

-

WAR FREE WORLD HERITAGE LISTED CITIES

Byblos and Mtskheta -
-

-

HERITAGE TRANSPARENCIES - HERITAGE LISTED SITES SEEN WITHIN THE CITY FABRIC WITH AN 
A-CRITICAL URBAN DESIGN FILTER

Byblos archaeological and historical urban heritage 
listed sites surrounded by densely populated urban 
areas

Mtskheta historical listed sites characterised 
  ot tcejbus sgnidnuorrus nabru ytisned wol yb

developers pressure

THEMATIC WORKING GROUPS

selected urban heritage sites 

contrast between current urban 
regulatory policy (Land use, Mas-
ter plan, Zoning, etc) and the ap-

-

Urban planning and 

TG1

Humanitarian law and Hague 

introduce civil military coopera-

Civil Military 

TG2  

  eht rof serusaem yrotaraperP
removal of movable cultural 
property or to provide adequate 

-

provisions 

TG3

the Second Protocol provisions 
-

Juridical 
assessment 

TG4 

Risk Assessment

Desk Review

Risk Analysis

Direct Survey

Risk Preparedness Planning 

WAR FREE WORLD HERITAGE LISTED CITIES

WAR FREE WHL CITIES PROJECT IMMEDIATE AIMS WERE:

Establishment of a Risk Management Unit 

To develop public awareness instruments: 
-

Partners: 
 (Lebanon) 

Municipality of Mtskheta  - Partner 1 (Georgia) 
WATCH – Partner 2 

Associates: 
FOCUH – Friends of Cultural Heritage  (Turkey) - Associate 1 
NEREA
Municipality of Bologna - Italy) – Associate 2

Advisory Board: 

MULTIDISCIPLINARY CONCEPT STUDIES 

through direct survey and experts’ desk review

 to reduce the likelihood of error in 

-

WAR FREE WHL CITIES PROJECT IMMEDIATE AIMS WERE:

Establishment of a Risk Management Unit 

To develop public awareness instruments: 
-

 RISK ASSESSMENT  …  AN OPPORTUNITY!!!!

on the cultural heritage 

place (e.g. criminal law, cultural heritage    law, cus-
tom regulatory policy, urban regulatory policies) 
- To conduct survey and assessment of the Heritage 

- To assess level of compliance with World Heritage 
List requirements (e.g. Updated Site   Management 
Plans in place)
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PUBLIC AWARENESS 2012, MTSKHETA, GEORGIA
COOPERATION BETWEEN EU FUNDED  PROJECTS: 

WFWHLC AND RCCHD

EU – LEBANON COOPERATION DAYS 
UNESCO PALACE -18 -19  MARCH  2013-  BEIRUT, LEBANON

-

on “Saving Cultural Heritage” among other repre-

-

-

RESULTS

-

report)    

MoC)

- Risk Preparedness Plan

rba

Results

Conven�on Dissemina�on

Implementa�on of the Hague Conven�on
 (Commi�ee membership, na�onal report)    

Dra� Dossier (to be submi�ed to the MoC)

Trained relevant staff 

Risk Preparedness Plan

Crea�on pla�orm for the civil-military coopera�on

WAR FREE WORLD HERITAGE LISTED CITIES

 
More info about the project: 

www.warfreeheritage.net

Register for free online to the
project newsle�er

More info on The Hague Conven�on:
h�p://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture

MORE INFO ABOUT THE PROJECT: 
WWW.WARFREEHERITAGE.NET

REGISTER FOR FREE ONLINE TO THE PROJECT NEWSLETTER

MORE INFO ON THE HAGUE CONVENTION: 
HTTP://WWW.UNESCO.ORG/NEW/EN/CULTURE

This project is funded by the 
European Union
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War Free World Heritage Listed Cities
Two Ci�es in Lebanon and Georgia develop Management Models to protect World Heritage Ci�es from Risks of War 

Both Byblos (Lebanon) and Mtskheta (Georgia) are World Heritage Listed (WHL) ci�es which have recently  been threatened by 
the ravages of war. 

Despite the fact that WHL sites have a signifi cant impact on the image of countries and local economies, few measures are put 
in place to safeguard them due to lack of awareness both of civil and military concerned authori�es (and even less concern is 
shown by a�acking forces) of the provisions of 1954 Hague Conven�on and its two Protocols. This is largely due to the lack of 
structures, guidelines, and capacity to develop appropriate policies, and prepare and implement risk management plans. This 
fact has threatened many of the most valuable WHL Ci�es. 

In this context, new guidelines were prepared in 2007 for the implementa�on of the second protocol of the Hague Conven�on. 
This calls for certain precondi�ons to be met before a WHL city can be classifi ed as a Heritage Site under Enhanced Protec�on. 
The prepara�on of an applica�on and related Risk Preparedness Plans requires the involvement of a wide range of stakeholders 
and highly qualified technicians (policy makers, local authori�es, the military, urban planners) with full public backing. 

With the support of partners in Turkey and Italy, this project aims to prepare two Enhanced Protec�on applica�ons and related 
plans to serve as models for other ci�es. It will also to increase the support of local and interna�onal communi�es for preserving 
our cultural heritage.

WAR FREE WORLD HERITAGE LISTED CITIES
                 Lebanon and Georgia

Byblos archaeological site

PROJECT FACTS

NAME War Free World Heritage Listed Ci�es

THEME Good governance and sustainable urban planning

VALUE EUR 540,740

APPLICANT Council of the United Municipali�es of Jbail-Byblos (Lebanon)

PARTNERS •    Board of the Municipality of Mtskheta (Georgia)
•    World Associa�on for the Protec�on of Tangible and Intangible Cultural 
      Heritage in Times of Armed Confl ict – WATCH (Italy)

MAIN LOCATIONS OF ACTIVITY •    Heritage City of Byblos (Lebanon)
•    Heritage City of Mtskheta (Georgia)

Byblos harbor

•    

PURPOSE

OBJECTIVES •    To establish good prac�ces for Urban and Site Management in ci�es 
       threatened by armed confl icts
•    To promote widespread awareness of the risks facing WHL ci�es at threat of    
       conflict
•    To prepare candidacy applica�ons for Byblos and Mtskheta for enhanced 
       protec�on from UNESCO

RESULTS •    Risk preparedness plans for two WHL ci�es
•    Candidacy for enhanced protec�on for two WHL ci�es
•    Widespread awareness of risks to WHL ci�es
•    Risk mi�ga�on policies in place
•    Set of good prac�ces for implementa�on of The Hague Conven�on guidelines

MAIN ACTIVITIES •    Mul�disciplinary studies and the prepara�on of Risk Mi�ga�on Plans
•    Support for submission of candidacies Workshops and seminars as part of 
      capacity building ac�ons for authori�es and actors in Lebanon and Georgia
•    Public awareness campaigns and materials

TARGET GROUPS •    Local and na�onal poli�cal representa�ves
•    Urban planners and administra�ons
•    NGOs
•    Students and teachers
•    Investors and local business

FINAL BENEFICIARIES •    Local ci�zens
•    Businesses
•    Tourists

Byblos Roman roadByblos Roman theater

Byblos port

Byblos castle
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