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This route takes in several Lebanese historic cities in which living monuments attest to the long history of this part of the Middle East.

The Lebanese coast was the thoroughfare and dwelling land for civilizations since the dawn of time. In the Islamic period, starting with the 
Umayyad, Lebanon preserved its pivotal role in the Mediterranean and the West Asian hinterland. Construction techniques, materials and the 
decoration of remains in the Umayyad city of Anjar, which dates back to the early 8th century, point to the transition from the Byzantine to the 
early Islamic periods. Not far from it is Baalbek, Roman Heliopolis, with its vestiges of the magnificent temples of Jupiter, Bacchus and Venus. 
In that same city lie the foundations of an Umayyad mosque in the lower walls of the renovated edifice.

In the north of Lebanon, the inner part of the city of Tripoli exhibits the succession of civilizations, including the Crusader,
Mamluk and Ottoman periods. Then comes Byblos, the birthplace of the alphabet, with its Phoenician ruins, Roman Theater and medieval town. 
Eventually, visitors will arrive in Beirut, with its scattered Roman ruins. There, layers of the Mamluk, Ottoman and French mandate periods take 
one back to its vibrant history through the stones of several monuments from all three eras. The trip continues to Saida (Sidon) and Sur (Tyre) 
where the Phoenician coast manifests itself as the land of many constructions from the Roman to the Islamic periods. History accompanies the 
visitor along the narrow streets of these old cities

THE PROGRAMME
The multilateral cross-border cooperation “Mediterranean Sea Basin Programme” is part of the new European Neighbourhood Policy and of its 
financing instrument (ENPI) for the 2007- 2013 period: it includes the European Union and partner countries regions placed along the shores 
of the Mediterranean Sea.

THE PROJECT IN BRIEF
At Mediterranean level, tourism has often led many countries and regions to develop the industry in a competitive way rather than in a cooperative 
manner. For obvious climatic reasons but also due the role played by tour operators, Mediterranean tourism destinations have based their 
growth essentially on a “sun and sea” vision and developed strategies aimed at maximizing short term profits instea of addressing the needs 
and expectations of customers and residents. In this sense, there is a real need to adopt and introduce new consumer models translated into 
environmentally friendly tourism products, respecting natural resources and diversifying the seasonal nature of tourism demand. UMAYYAD 
contributes to this objective by promoting sustainable tourism based on the synergies derived from the design of a crossborder itinerary 
between 6 countries sharing common history and cultural background.

SPECIFIC OBJECT
To contribute to the improvement of territorial cohesion in order to overcome the seasonal misbalances in tourism sector within the Mediterranean 
territory through promotion of sustainable tourism based on synergies derived from the design of a cultural itinerary focusing on the Umayyad 
heritage.

 CITIES OF THE UMAYYAD ROUTE IN LEBANON
The Umayyad Route - Lebanon: Tripoli, Byblos, Beirut, Saida, Tyre, Anjar & Baalbek

Tripoli
Attractions in the area of Tripoli: Balamand, Cedars of Becharre and Wadi Qadisha

Jbeil
Attractions in the area of Jbeil: Batroun, Adonis Valley and Mbaaj Grotto

Beirut
Attractions in the area of Beirut: Deir el Qamar and Beiteddine, Rmeileh and Jiyyeh, Jeita

Saida
Attractions in the area of Saida: Echmoun, Maghdouche and The Beaufort Castle

Tyre
Attractions in the area of Tyre: The Citadel of Tebnine (Toron), Qana and Mansouri - Orange House Project

Anjar
Attractions in the area of Anjar: Aamiq, Bekaa wineries and Rachaya al Wadi

Baalbek
Attractions in the area of Baalbek: Nahr Al-Assi (the Orontes), Terbol Museum and Niha Roman Temples

PARTNERSHIP
1. Andalusian Council of Chambers of Commerce (Spain, Andalusia)
2. Algarve Tourism Board (Portugal, Algarve)
3. Regional Direction of Culture of Algarve (Portugal, Algarve)
4. Castles and Medieval Towns Circuit Association (Italy, Sicily)
5. Italo-Tunisian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (Tunisia, Tunis)
6. Association “Mediterranean Liaisons” (Tunisia, Tunis)
7. Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization (Tunisia, Tunis)
8. Safadi Foundation (Lebanon)
9. Urban Planning Institute, Lebanese American University (Lebanon)
10. Municipality of Jbeil Byblos (Lebanon)
11. CulTech in Archaeology and Conservation (Jordan, Amman)
12. International Development Co. AID-ME (Egypt, Al Iskandanyah)
13. Federation of Egyptian Chambers of Commerce “Alexandria Chamber” (Egypt, Al Iskandanyah)
14. European Association for the Professional and Cultural Development “Maimónides” (Spain)
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TANGIBLE AND INTANGIBLE RESULTS OF THE PROJECT
• Mediterranean Cultural Tourism Network established and good practices in cultural tourism and cross-sector activities transferred

• Integrated strategy, all partner countries implemented addressing 3 dimensions: cultural heritage,diversification of the supply of tourism 
services, tourist infrastructure contributing to the seasonal tourism balance

• Analysis of tourism infrastructure and opportunities for off-season offers

• I dentification and exchange of good practices related to cultural tourism

• Development of Local Action Planscontaining recommendations for 
enhancing cultural tourism

• Design of thematic tourism packages within the Umayyad itinerary

• Training sessions dedicated to policymakers, tour operators and 
entrepreneurs

• Organization of an exhibition devoted to cultural tourism and 
Umayyad itinerary

• The LAU-Louis Cardahi Foundation houses a digital museum, a media 
tech information center and a library containing the output of the 
Umayyad Route project, which recounts the history of the dynasty, 
its expansion and prosperity, and highlights the common heritage 
it left across today’s Middle East.  The museum is a tangible result 
of the Umayyad project with the European Neighborhood Program 
Initiative-Cross Border Collaboration in the Mediterranean (ENPI-CBC 
Med), based at LAU-Louis Cardahi Foundation.


