. _r\ I'HE . .
7 L) PHOENICIANS
= ROUTE

~._4 | Foundation

ersity

n LA Louis Cardahi

| THE PHOENICIANS MUSEUM - JOUNIEH

Lebanese

The Phoenicians Museum — Jounieh, Lebanon
In collaboration with the municipality of Jounieh as an active member on the Phoenicians route and
in support of our sustainable cultural heritage activities.
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The historical palace donated by the municipality for the Phoenician museumn along the ancient
commercial street of Jounieh city, is defined by a typical typology of Lebanese traditional building:
central hall with triple arcade in the upper floor, and commercial vaulted structure that defines the

space of the ground floor.

The idea of the restoration and transformation of the existing palace into a museumn, is to expose the
history of the place "the typology of the existing building" as a collective memary of the city of Jounieh
and its projection towards a new evolutionary cultural function for the comrmunity.

In this sense, the project describes the evolutionary and speculative history that the palace has

undergone with the aim of putting its particular architecture into value.

This description of the historical/architectural elements takes place through an exhibition path that
connects the city "public pedestrian path" with the "inner museumn path" and becomes the matrix of
the museum development and the relationship between different scale and elements of the
architectural project; "explore architecture.”

The ground floar, represented by the huge columns and arches that serve as the core structure of the
building, is transformed into an open space with extension towards a garden that opens to the sea.
This space will be dedicated for a municipal reading room, café/bar... and ather public activities that
extend to the garden and the sea.

An external staircase, conceived as a continuity of the urban pedestrian path, leads to the upper level
temrace that describes the first phase of the museumn path. The opening of the terrace to the
Mediterranean Sea constitutes this first relationship with the Phoenician world and gives access to the
central hall of the museumn.

The space of the central hall, projected to accommodate the statues and bas-reliefs, defines the
generator space of the museum; In fact, from this space you can access the different rooms that
exhibit the culinary and traditional objects of the Phoenician culture. A staircasetheatre for different
activiies, leads to the upper level that has instead been projected with architectural elements
designed to expose maps and the culture of navigation of the Phaoenician route.

The vertical relationship of the voids, that connect with each other, makes perceptible the dialogue
hetween the preserved architecture of the building, exposed as an "architectural historical" value, and
the architecture of the new intervention describing the contemporary space. It is a dialogue of
reflection between "history and conterporaneity” to invalve all generations in taking part of the
museum space and public activity. It is an invitation above all to the new generation to become aware
of our Mediterranean and local history in order to develop a new collective social knowledge. Itis a
dialogue of cultures and heterogeneous generations that could generate new spaces and ideas for
our society. In fact, the museum path ends with a meditation belvedere, projected as an extension of
the central hall space and conceived as a lighthouse in the middle of Jounieh bay to describe the )
beginning of the history of the Phoenician and Meditemranean world. 3 YR
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